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FEDERAL CANDIDATES MEETING
Co-presented with Fairlawn Avenue
United Church
BPRO and Fairlawn Avenue United Church copresented the Federal Candidates Meeting on September 25. We estimate between 200 - 225 people
attended. The candidates who took part were:
Reuben DeBoer, Green
Marco Mendicino, Liberal
Alexandra Nash, NDP
Michael Staffieri, PPC
Chani Aryeh-Bain, the PC candidate, did not
participate.
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The meeting began with each party representative
giving an overview of their party’s platform as well as
their connection and commitment to our riding.

The format then shifted to
questions from the floor.
There was a long line of people
at the microphone to ask questions, including young people,
some even too young to vote in
this election.
They weren’t
afraid to hold the politicians’
feet to the fire. While many
topics were raised, they were all
secondary to the main issues of
the night - climate change and
affordable housing.
Thank you to Fairlawn Avenue
United Church for their leadership , particularly to Kathy Salisbury and John Ryerson, and to
Laura Schlee for moderating.
Special thanks to the volunteers for BPRO:
Siobhan Farrer, without whom
we couldn’t have fulfilled our
commitment to this event, also
Carolyn Clark, Danielle Heath,
Neil McLennan, James Farrer
and Sean Wieder. Thanks also
to Bonnie Langlois, who generously donated her expertise
and printing for our tabletop
signage.

250 LAWRENCE UPDATE
We will continue to voice our
concerns to the relevant parties.
Following participation in a City-led site
plan working group, we are extremely disappointed to learn that certain deliverables discussed and promised at the LPAT
hearing are not happening. The Douglas
Greenbelt ravine will not be completed,
restored, or built in any way, shape or
form. In addition, the park that is to be
built on the property of 219 Glengarry Avenue is, at this point, unfunded and risks
being derelict for years until the City of Toronto finds the funds to complete it.
We are also discouraged to hear that Lawrence Avenue could lose a lane during the
demolition and construction phases of the
site. Lane closures will destroy traffic flow
along Lawrence, funnelling frustrated motorists into our neighbourhood streets and
impacting pedestrian safety.

Your Board is not satisfied with the outcome of these meetings. We will continue
to voice our concerns to the relevant parties asking to improve the ravine, finish
the park and deny lane closures.
This building sets an unfortunate precedent for future development in our area,
particularly at the north-east corner of
Lawrence and Avenue Road. BPRO will be
keeping a vigilant eye on development
plans, especially as they impact the safety
of our pedestrians.

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Tuesday November 5
7:00 - 8:30 pm
Please join us on Tuesday, November 5,
2019 from 7-8:30 pm at Fairlawn Avenue
United Church. This will be BPRO’s first
AGM and we hope everyone will come out
to support our neighbourhood.
All residents are welcome to attend. Only paid members will be able to vote at the
business portion of the meeting, which
will include electing Board positions for
the coming year.

Featured speakers:
• Mike Colle
Councillor, Ward 8 Eglinton-Lawrence
•

Ben DiRaimo
Senior Planner, City Planning

If you are not yet a member, please consider joining us today by going online to
www.bprotoronto.ca and clicking on
Membership on the menu bar. Online
membership is preferable, but we will be
able to accept membership at the meeting as well.
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

VOLUNTEERS

Please consider supporting us
by paying our membership fee.

We need YOU!

With less than nine full months behind
us since our official launch on January 14,
2019, over 13% of our catchment area has
signed up. Our target was to reach 10%
after our first full year, so we’re ahead of
schedule, and bolstered by the response
from the community. Thank you!

We had a great first year and community
response was enthusiastic. Now that the
organization is up and running, we need
more volunteers to keep it going. Please
consider getting involved. It can be just a
few hours of your time, but we need a roster of people to rely on, to get things
done, in the interests of building a more
engaged neighbourhood.

Once again, we give special thanks to
the 30% who have supported us financially by paying our annual membership
fee and becoming official voting members of BPRO. If you haven’t yet done
this, we hope you will consider it now.
BPRO is entirely self funded by the residents of Bedford Park. We keep our expenses as low as possible, but they are
necessary to keep the organization
afloat, and include things like:
•

Website development and maintenance

•

Printing of brochures, flyers, signage

•

Community building activities such
as the Community Yard Sale

•

Sponsorship of debates and other
community discussion forums

•

Professional
needed

service

fees,

Please email us at info@toronto.ca or follow the volunteer link on our website,
www.bprotoronto.ca/volunteer.

Immediate Needs

Other Needs

Writers
History/Archives
Reporters
Photography
Delivery Crew
Street Captains
Database Management
Event Planners
Graphics Designers
Printing

Expert Resources
(for the Board, on an as-needed basis)
Lawyers
City Planners

when

Please go to www.bprotoronto.ca and
click on Membership in the top menu
bar of our website to become a member.
You’ll have the option of making a secure payment online, or you can print off
a form to mail with your cheque.
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BEDFORD PARK WALK

Put on by the North Toronto Historical Society
35-40 people joined the Bedford Park Historical Walk, put on by the North Toronto Historical Society on Sunday October 6. The focus of the information shared was on the development of Bedford Park from an independent village to the area we know and love now,
the architecture, stores, businesses and families.
We intend to create a history section on our
website at some point. If anyone is interested
in helping to develop some content, please let
us know by emailing us at
info@bprotoronto.ca or by following the volunteer link on our website, www.bprotoronto.ca/volunteer.
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UPCOMING
UPCOMING COMMUNITY
COMMUNITY EVENT
EVENT
Mark
Mark your
your calendar!
calendar!
UPPER AVENUE FALL FEST

Avenue Road between Joicey and Roe
Saturday October 19, 12:00 - 5:00 pm
Though BPRO didn’t initiate this event, we’re happy to support
anything that helps build community. Support local businesses
and enjoy special offerings by strolling the Upper Avenue to discover all the great shops, services and food right in your neighbourhood.

FEDERAL ELECTION
Monday October 21 is the big day. Advance polls are October 11-14.
Make sure your voice is heard.

Happy Thanksgiving
from all of us at BPRO!

For the Bedford Park Bulletin:
Design & Layout, Writer, Editor: Su Keen
Contributing Writer: Kirsten Cooke

… your community voice is more important than ever before!
1500 Avenue Road, P.O. Box 1373, Toronto, Ontario M5M 0A1
647-560-BPRO(2776)

info@bprotoronto.ca
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