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1507 AVENUE ROAD
Both our amendments will
help prevent the intersection
from becoming less safe.
Many of you will have noticed renovations
taking place to the old Mac’s convenience
store at the northeast corner of Avenue
Road and Lawrence.

would negatively affect pedestrian safety
and traffic congestion.
We’re pleased to report we were successful in having parking spaces on the south
side of the property fully eliminated. We
also succeeded in having vehicle access
prohibited from Lawrence Avenue, and
reduced from Avenue Road. Both our
amendments will help prevent the intersection from becoming less safe.

The Bedford Park Residents Organization
(BPRO) recently participated at a Committee of Adjustment public hearing regarding this project. First Capital Realty
owns the property and is currently leasing three commercial units. They submitted a proposal to the City requesting variances to parking spaces, which we felt
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Proposed parking along the south side of the
new Starbucks was successfully eliminated.
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People waiting for a bus would have been
at risk of accident if vehicle access and
parking had been permitted off Lawrence.

As a condition of occupancy, First Capital
was required to submit a landscape plan
to the City designed to address our concerns. BPRO reviewed the plan, which
has now been approved by all parties.
Look for a new Starbucks opening at this
intersection soon!

MELROSE AVENUE TRAFFIC CALMING
The speed limit will be reduced from 40 to 30 km/hr.
The City of Toronto’s Transportation Services conducted a traffic study on Melrose Avenue, between Avenue Road and Elm, to evaluate the installation of speed bumps.
The traffic calming report went to North York Community Council for review and was
adopted on January 15th. We understand that once the speed bumps are installed,
the speed limit on this section of Melrose will be reduced from 40 to 30 km/hr. Timing
for installation is not known at this time.
While BPRO will not initiate requests for traffic
calming, we would consider lending our name
to an application submitted by members from
within our boundaries. There are many steps
involved and you’ll want to read further before
considering taking action. Information can be
obtained from the City of Toronto’s website at
www.toronto.ca.

250 LAWRENCE AVENUE WEST
The building has been reduced from 12 storeys to 9,
and from 264 planned units to 159.
This condominium development received
approval last September by the Local
Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT, formerly
the OMB). We are disappointed that it
will be higher than the nearby Rosewell
Avenue apartments. We see setbacks
from the sides of the property as insufficient, and we still have concerns about
the sewage infrastructure.

cal resident organizations, as supported
by some of you, directly impacted the developer's plans. The building has been
reduced from 12 storeys to 9, and from
264 planned units to 159.
As a result of the hearing, a Site Plan
Working Group will be established to be
involved in the next stages of planning
for this site. BPRO is confirmed as a participant. We’ll work with Graywood Devel-

However, the strong opposition led by lo-

Photo: Su Keen

Graywood Developments’ rendering for the
original proposal for condominium building.

Medical building at 250 Lawrence, architect
Peter Dickinson, built 1960.
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opments, our newly elected Councillor
Mike Colle, city staff, and others.

At this time, the City is awaiting revised
plans from the developer and, once received, the Site Plan Working Group will
be set in motion. BPRO will be ready,
with Mike Colle’s support, to work toward
our desired objectives for the site.

In preparation, two BPRO board members met with Mike Colle to discuss
where we felt we could achieve our
greatest “win” as a community. We’d like
to see improvements to the publicly
available parkland and pathways to the
Douglas Greenbelt ravine. Fortunately,
our new Councillor is very communityminded. He wants to save and enhance
the city’s natural infrastructure, especially our ravines, so he is very much onside
with our strategy.

This new 250 Lawrence building, as approved, sets an unfortunate precedent
for future development in our area, particularly at the northeast corner of Lawrence & Avenue Road. BPRO is monitoring the situation closely.

MEET THE NEW BPRO TEAM
Front row:
Jess Hungate and Ted Butler,
Directors
Middle row:
Colin Graham, Treasurer
Kirsten Cooke, President
Back row:
Su Keen and Marybeth
Ashbourne, Volunteers
Absent:
Elaine Rapos, Vice President
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Our history. BPRO was founded in 1999 to provide a community voice regarding area
re-development. The group became inactive a number of years ago.
Today. Each of us on the new BPRO Board was personally involved in the 250 Lawrence appeal process in some way. After the appeal, in the summer of 2018, the group
of us met and decided to reactivate BPRO. We are all volunteers who live in the neighbourhood. We’ve been working hard behind the scenes for six months to build the necessary infrastructure for the new organization. We did this while simultaneously working on the 250 Lawrence and 1507 Avenue Road developments.
Priorities and Goals. Our current priorities are to raise awareness of the newly revived
BPRO and to build a membership base of residents. Our primary goal is to monitor development, particularly along Avenue Road, Yonge Street and Lawrence Avenue, and to
advocate for responsible growth that will enhance our neighbourhood. Over time, we
hope to be able to branch out into other initiatives as community involvement and resources permit..
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seniors. You can pay online with a credit
card or mail a cheque to our P.O. Box. Details can be found on the membership
page at www.bprotoronto.ca/member.

WHERE WE ARE
BPRO’s borders run from Avenue Road to
Yonge Street, and Lawrence Avenue
north to, but not including, Brooke Avenue. There are 3,736 households in our
catchment area.

In addition, please tell your neighbours
and friends about us. Perhaps give them a
printed copy of this newsletter or direct
them to our website to sign up or become
a member.

VOLUNTEERS
Thank you to the
volunteers (your very
own
neighbours!)
who helped colour
the neighbourhood
green,
grey
and
white last month for
our official launch.
Alisa Posesorski
Ava Kitz
Carolyn Clark
Jane Seed
Jennifer Drevnog
Jocelyne Mongrain
John Miles
John White
Julie Bushra
Kathy McConnachie
Lana Sheinbaum
Linda Boyle
Pat Caulfield
Robert Amaron
Susan Sanderson

MEMBERSHIP
We had a tremendously successful response to our official launch campaign
the week of January 14th. Over 8% of our
catchment area signed up. Thank you!
It’s validating to know there is such interest in the community and we’re confident it will continue to grow with your
support and involvement.
Thank you to those who became official
members of BPRO.. If you haven’t yet
supported us financially, we hope you
will consider this now. We are entirely
self-funded by the residents of Bedford
Park. Our membership dues are reasonable at $40 per household, or $20 for
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This group of hearty
walkers posted flyers
throughout the entire neighbourhood
and delivered door
hanger
awareness
cards to every front
door from Yonge to
Avenue Road, and
Lawrence to Brooke.
We couldn’t have
done it without you!

For the Bedford Park Bulletin:
Design & Layout, Editor: Su Keen
Writers: Kirsten Cooke, Su Keen

… your community voice is more important than ever before!
1500 Avenue Road, P.O. Box 1373, Toronto, Ontario M5M 0A1
647-560-BPRO(2776)

info@bprotoronto.ca
4

www.bprotoronto.ca

